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Abstract

To formulate a solid chronology of the northwest Belgian Bronze Age barrow phenomenon, a critical review of
the available radiocarbon dates was necessary. The resulting 14C chronology of the barrows was compared
with the 14C chronologies of the Late Neolithic Bell Beaker graves, the Bronze Age metalwork depositions, the
evidence of barrow reuse, and the Bronze Age longhouses. This research revealed interesting patterns
concerning the appearance and disappearance of the barrow phenomenon. The earliest 14C-dated barrows are
dated during the Late Neolithic and coincide with the presence of the Bell Beaker culture in the region. The
peak of the barrow-building practice occurred between 1700 and 1500/1400 cal BC, a period of flourishing trade
networks in the regions along the North Sea basin. The period around 1500 cal BC is characterized by the
disappearance of barrow-building practices and the sudden appearance of ritual depositional practices,
reflecting changes in society.
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To formulate a solid chronology of the northwest Belgian Bronze Age barrow phenomenon, a critical review of the available radiocarbon
dates was necessary. The resulting 14C chronology of the barrows was compared with the 14C chronologies more. The resulting 14C
chronology of the barrows was compared with the 14C chronologies of the Late Neolithic Bell Beaker graves, the Bronze Age metalwork
depositions, the evidence of barrow reuse, and the Bronze Age longhouses. This research revealed interesting patterns concerning the
appearance and disappearance of the barrow phenomenon. The earliest 14C-dated barrows are dated during the Late Neolithic and
coincide with the presence of the Bell Beaker culture in the region. The Early Bronze Age had, therefore, various roots. In some areas it
developed from the Copper Age, while in others it grew out of late Neolithic cultures. In western and part of central Europe, the Bell Beaker
Culture continued into the Early Bronze Age. It had introduced the use of copper for prestigious personal objects, individual burial rites,
and possibly also new ideological structures to the Neolithic societies over vast areas of Europe. These new elements were the basis of
the transformation that took. Simultaneous with such Copper Age cultures were a number of late Neolithic cultures in other regions. The
Early Bronze Age had, therefore, various roots. In some areas it developed from the Copper Age, while in others it grew out of late
Neolithic cultures. Towards the end of the Bronze Age the climate changed drastically. According to tree ring evidence, a major volcanic
eruption in Iceland may have caused a significant temperature drop in just one year. At this time the settlements on Dartmoor were
abandoned, for example, and peat started to form in many places over what were once farms, houses, and their field systems. The barrow
graves were generally filled with grave goods, indicating the importance of the dead person and a belief in some kind of afterlife. Some of
the goods included in barrows were: pottery jars, golden buckles, bronze daggers, cups, necklaces, and sceptres in various stones and
precious materials. Both men and women were accorded barrow burials.
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