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Heybridge: A Late Iron Age and Roman Settlement 
By Mark Atkinson and Steve Preston 

 
Late Iron Age settlement at Heybridge was centred on a shrine, with a series of plots to 

north and south. In the mid 1st century AD the settlement was remodelled with 

metalled roads, a new temple on the earlier sacred site and a reworking of the plots into 

enclosures. North of the settlement were a number of burials, pyre sites and pyre debris 

dumps, at least one of which may have been 'aristocratic', suggesting the presence of a 

local elite. A period of stability followed when there was little substantive change to 

the settlement, except that the temple precinct was remodelled. The settlement seems to 

have been a large village or small town with a market and a religious function. Gradual 

decline and contraction is evident through the 3rd and 4th centuries, yet the religious 

focus remained into the late 4th century, when a substantial building - possibly an early 

Christian chapel - was placed over the former precinct wall. High-status burial 

continued at Heybridge into the late 4th century, despite the apparent decline in 

settlement status. What remained of the former Roman settlement into the 5th century, 

and whether there was continuity of occupation into the early Saxon period, is unclear. 

The main focus of early Saxon settlement was on higher ground to the north-east. 
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The Roman 'small town' of Ariconium in southern Herefordshire has long been known as an important iron production centre but has
remained very poorly understood. The town is suggested to have developed from a late Iron Age Dobunnic tribal centre, which owed its
evident status and wide range of contacts to control of the production and distribution of Forest of Dean iron. Rapid expansion during the
second half of the 1st century AD indicates that the local population was able to articulate rapidly with the economic opportunities the
Roman conquest brought. The town developed as a typi Other late Iron Age and Roman assemblages from central and south-eastern
Britain also reveal the improvement of the main domesticates (Rizzetto et al. 2017), while stable isotope analyses suggest cattle were
being moved through longer distances (Minniti et al. 2014; Rizzetto and Aiceti in prep.). All such changes resulted from the need to
produce a surplus in order to fuel the Roman taxation cycle. Evidence for changes in the west and north of Britain is much weaker, with
little livestock improvement and sheep maintaining an important role (Hammon 2011; Aniceti and Rizzetto in prep.). This cou Price:
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ploughed fields in southern Britain â€œDuropolisâ€  in honor of a tribe called the Durotriges, who lived on the site from around 50 B.C.
until A.D. 43, when the Romans invaded Britain. They havenâ€™t yet named the siteâ€™s earlier Iron Age ...read more. Neolithic
Revolution. The settlement survives differentially as either earthworks or as buried structures and deposits. A series of small enclosures
are defined by banks standing up to 0.2m high and one larger rectangular enclosure to the north west has a bank of up to 1m high with
an outer ditch of 3m wide and 0.3m deep. This enclosure contains at least two depressions measuring up to 0.7m deep. Nearby cities
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