
THE SOCIAL MODEL
OF DISABILITY:

EUROPE AND THE
MAJORITY WORLD

Edited by 
Colin Barnes and Geof Mercer

The Disability Press
Leeds

 



iii

First published 2005 
The Disability Press
Centre for Disability Studies 
School of Sociology and Social Policy
University of Leeds
Leeds LS2 9JT.

© The Disability Press 2005/ Colin Barnes & Geoffrey Mercer, selection
and editorial matter; individual chapters, the contributors.

Produced by Media Services at the University of Leeds.

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reprinted or reproduced
or utilised in any form by any electronic, mechanical, or other means, now
known or hereafter invented, including photocopying and recording, or in
any information storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing
from the publishers.

British Library Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data
A catalogue record of this book has been requested

ISBN 0-9549026-0-2 (pbk)



Contents 
 
The Disability Press       
 
Acknowledgements       
 
Contributors  
(All the following chapters are also available on the Disability Archive UK) 
      
 
1 Understanding Impairment and Disability: towards an international 

perspective – Colin Barnes and Geof Mercer      
 
2  We’re all Europeans now! The social model of disability and European 

social policy – Mark Priestley        
 
3  Personal Assistance Reforms in Sweden: breaking the assumption of 

dependency? – Susanne Berg       
 
4  Pupil or ‘Patient’: difference, disability and education in France – Felicity 

Armstrong         
 
5  Disabled Peoples’ International: Europe and the social model of disability – 

Rachel Hurst          
 
6  Dismantling Barriers to Transport by Law: the European journey – Anna 

Lawson and Bryan Matthews        
 
7  Disabled People and the European Union: equal citizens? – Hannah Morgan 

and Helen Stalford         
 
8  One World, One People, One Struggle? Towards the global implementation 

of the social model of disability – Alison Sheldon      
 
9  Finally Included on the Development Agenda? A review of official 

disability and development policies – Bill Albert     
 
10  Definitions of Disability and Disability Policy in Egypt – Heba Hagrass  
 
11  An Evaluation of the Impact of Medical Services Provided by General 

Hospitals Compared with Services Aligned to a Social Model Perspective at 
a Spinal Cord Injury Centre in Bangladesh – A. K. M. Momin   

 
12  ‘Food’ or ‘Thought’? The social model and the majority world – Tara Flood   
 
13  Disability and Rehabilitation: reflections on working for the World Health 

Organization – Enrico Pupulin  
 
Index    



The Disability Press

The Disability Press aims to provide an alternative outlet for work in the field of
‘disability studies’. It draws inspiration from the work of all those countless disabled
individuals and their allies who have, over the years, struggled to place ‘disability’
on to the political agenda.The establishment of The Disability Press is a testament
to the growing recognition of ‘disability’ as an equal opportunities and human
rights issue within the social sciences and more widely in society.

The Centre for Disability Studies at the University of Leeds has provided funding
for this volume.We also wish to record our thanks to the School of Sociology and
Social Policy at the University of Leeds for its continuing support.

Colin Barnes and Geof Mercer
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